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SUMMER:

A GREAT TIME TO MAKE NEW FRIENDS


Summertime is a good time to help children make new friends. For the last ten months young people have been socializing with the same peer group. Now summer is here and children have more opportunities for meeting new friends. Whether they’re off to church camp, scouts, band camp, or sports camp, they will encounter people they’ve never met before. Many of these encounters can turn into life-long relationships. 

As a counselor I often have students tell me they have trouble making fiends and having others like them. They ask, “How can I make people like me?” I usually provide them with suggestions provided by Dale Carnegie way back in 1936. Share this list with your children before they leave for camp. You may want to do a role-play or two.
Six Ways to Make People Like You

1. Become genuinely interested in other people.

2. Smile!

3. Remember that a person’s name is to that person the sweetest and most important sound

      in any language.

4. Be a good listener and encourage them to talk about themselves.

5. Talk in terms of the other person’s interests.

6. Make the other person feel important and do it sincerely.

Carnegie’s tips come his famous book, How to Win Friends and Influence People.
